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 “Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!” These phrases will be  
shouted out as we celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection on Easter Sunday, April 
4th. We rejoice that He is alive and is exalted as King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords! After the crucifixion, Jesus’ disciples were disheartened because 
they thought that life with him was over. After the Resurrection, they were 
shocked but later thrilled that Christ would continue to be with them;  
however, their life with him would be different after he ascended into  
heaven and sent the Holy Spirit to dwell within them.  
 As more vaccinations are given and restrictions are lifted, we are 
looking forward to life retuning to the way it was before Covid-19, yet life 
may never be the same just as life after the Resurrection was different, 
even better. We will hopefully be more grateful for the freedom to visit  
extended family members and friends, attend worship and studies, and  
travel. Having witnessed the struggle of so many during the past year, we 
can have compassion toward persons in need. I hope we will no longer take 
the necessities of life for granted and offer God thanks for every blessing of 
life. The pandemic is not over and we’ll have to wear masks in church for 
awhile longer, but we have the assurance that God is with us both now and 
in life after Covid-19. 
 As Easter people, our lives should never be the same. 2  
Corinthians 5:17 states, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; 
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!” For the 
disciples of Jesus, life after the Resurrection was focused on extending the 
Kingdom of God on earth. As his followers today, that is also our life’s  
mission. So let’s press on to live life with Jesus, knowing that the best is yet 
to come!      -Pastor Steve 
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4 Debbie & Mike Malek  
    anniversary 

5 Josh McMahan 

5 Cathryn Looney 

6 Forrest Hutson 

6 Aubrey Hart 

6 Trenton Hart 

8 Colbie Brooke Walls 

8 Eddie Aslin 

8 Allen Thomason 

8 Randy Wright 

9 Trace Price 

10 Andria Curtis (Scott) 

11 George Garrett 

12 Jill Bobo 

13 Kelly Tyson 

16 Sharon Moore 

16 Ron Price 

17 Sunny McKamie 

20 Nan Wright 

21 Lilli Ramsey 

22 Tommy & JoAnn Montgomery 
      anniversary     

22 Billy Bob & Julie Butler  
     anniversary 

25 Jerry Monroe 

25 Linda Ramsey 

25 Kari Rohrbaugh 

26 Karen Smith 

26 Bill & Vickie Miles anniversary 

26 Don Still 

27 Isaac Pruden 

29 David Duke 

  April   
4-Easter 
11-Carol Ann Duke 
18-Available 
25-Alicia McDowell 

 

May 
2-Available 
9-Anna Manney SS 
16-Available 
23-Margaret  
Watson  
30-Jerry & Susan 
Monroe 

 
 

Altar flowers  
are $68.00. The  
flowers may be 

taken home  
after worship. 
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In memory of Doodle Franklin 

by: 

Alicia McDowell 

In memory of Ora Belle  

Reinhardt by: 

John, Virginia and Phil Wilson 

In memory of Buddy Wilson by: 

Alicia McDowell 

Ned Ray and Carolyn Purtle 

2021 Budget:$396,115.00 
March 7 offering: $6,931.00 

March 14 offering: $6,714. 43 
March 21 offering: $4,699.10 
March 28 offering: $3,903.50 

e-Giving received through 
March 29: $18,515 

Pastor’s Fund 
On Communion Sundays, any money 

placed on the altar rail is allocated to our 
Pastor’s Fund. This money is used for  
helping out individuals/families in need 
through the discretion of our pastor. 

Church Directory Online 
If you have not joined us yet, it’s 

easy to do!! Just download the 

“Instant Church Directory” in the 

app store on your phone or  

computer and follow the 

prompts. You will need to use 

the same email that you have 

shared with the church office. If 

you have any questions,  

please call the office. 

Memorial money is used by our Trustee 
committee to maintain our church  

facility. Please designate on your check 
who the memorial is for. 
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Video Service 
 

Watch our 10:50 worship 
service online at our website 

or Facebook on Sunday  
afternoon. 

Worship Update 
 

Worship with us on Sunday 
mornings at 10:50am in the 

sanctuary.  
Sunday School at 9:45am 

M&M’s & Youth Schedule 
M&M’s & Youth are on  
Wednesdays  at 5:30  

Contact Rose for more info. 

 
April 2021 

 
Sun 

 
Mon 

 
Tue 

 
Wed 

 
Thu 

 
Fri 

 
Sat 

    1  
 
 
   

 

2  
 
 

3 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 6    
 
 

10:45 Staff 
meeting 

7 
10:15 Class 

mtg. 
 

5:30 M&Ms 
          Youth 

      Bookstudy 

8 9 
 

6:30am Men’s 
bookstudy 

 
 

Office Closed 

10 

11  
9:45 Sunday 

school  
 

10:50 Worship 
 

12 13 14 
10:15 Class 

mtg. 
 

5:30 M&Ms 
          Youth 

      Bookstudy 

15 16 
 

6:30am Men’s 
bookstudy 

 
 

Office closed 

17 

18 
9:45 Sunday 

school 
 

10:50 Worship 

19 
6:30pm  

Finance mtg 
(Zoom) 

7:00 Admin 
Board mtg. 

(Zoom) 

20 21 
10:15 Class 

mtg 
 

5:30 M&Ms 
         Youth 

           

22 23 
 

6:30am Men’s 
bookstudy 

 
 

Office closed 

24 

25 
   9:45 Sunday  
       school     
10:50 Worship 

 
2:00 District 
Conf. (Zoom) 

26 27 28 
10:15 Class 

mtg. 
 

5:30 M&Ms 
         Youth 

           

29 30 
 

6:30am Men’s 
bookstudy 

 
 

Office closed 

 

    Service 7pm     Office closed 

7:00 Sunrise service 
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“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up  

meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as 
you see the Day approaching (Hebrews 10:24-25).”   

  
 It seems there may be light at the end of the tunnel with regard to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
church has experienced some major challenges in the last year and dealt with them in a variety of creative 
ways. Within our congregation, the staff and committees had to learn new skills in order to continue the 
work of the church and to make worship opportunities available to as many people as possible. After 13 
weeks with no worship in the sanctuary, we began to phase back into in-person worship. Slowly people have 
begun to return to worship. Many people have not been able to worship in the sanctuary for the last year  

because they are particularly vulnerable to the virus. However, as more people become completely  

vaccinated, our desire is that all persons can return to worship in the sanctuary. It is easy to “watch” worship 
in our pajamas, or choose a random time to tune in. And we are blessed that technology has allowed us to 
worship in this way during the last year. But, the church was birthed by the Holy Spirit on the Day of  

Pentecost so that followers of Jesus could live in fellowship and community. We were made to meet together 
so that we can sing songs and hymns together, pray together, study Scripture together, weep together, and 
rejoice together. The church is designed so that one member builds another up and one member encourages 
another. We can only be the Body of Christ as we worship and serve together. So, our prayer focus for April 
is to pray that God will prod each of our members to return to the sanctuary to worship together, to be the 
church together. For those who are fully vaccinated, pray that they will feel secure in returning to worship 
with others. For others who have gotten out of the worship habit, or who have lost their desire for corporate 
worship, pray that God will call them back to corporate worship. Ask God to knit us back together as the Body 
of Christ at FUMC.                                                 -Artie Johnson 

Bookcase Project 
This spring, United Methodists are being challenged to donate 35,588 

books to build the personal libraries of children in  
Arkansas. Why? There are 35,588 third graders in Arkansas. Third 

grade is when students move from learning to read to reading to 
learn. Only 1/3 of Arkansas third graders were reading proficiently in 2019.   

Let’s work to change that statistic! 
 Here at FUMC we are already doing that with our “Bookcase Project.” We are  
continuing it this year by working with Clinton Elementary School to help children,  

specifically first graders, in need by providing them with their own personal book case and books. We 
are asking members to collect gently used books from their home or to purchase new books and bring 

them to the church to be placed in our collection box in the Narthex. We will also be looking for  
carpenters and people to stain the bookcases after they are completed. Monetary donations are also  
accepted and appreciated. If you have any questions or would like to help with this outreach project, 

please call Marlon Ward or the church office for more details. 
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We continue to collect all  
year for:  

Hope In Action 
and 

Hope Schools food pantry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please bring your donations of 
non-perishable food items to the  
wooden shelves in the mall area. 

Hope In Action also accepts  
paper products. 

 

 
 
 
 

The Southwest District of the  
Arkansas Conference of The United 
Methodist Church is seeking to fill 

the position of District  
Administrator. This is a full-time, non

-exempt position in Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas with standard Arkansas 

Conference benefits. A job  
description is available from Pastor 
Steve. Inquiries should be mailed to  

Reverend Ann Ferris, 904 Caddo 
Street Arkadelphia, Arkansas 71923 

or emailed to Reverend Ferris at 
ann.ferris@arumc.org or Cindy  
Parker at cparker@arumc.org. 

 

Maundy Thursday service– April 1 at 7pm– Communion will be served. 

 

Easter sunrise service– April 4 at 7am on front steps of sanctuary– Bring 

flowers for the cross. 

  

Sunday school at 9:45 

 

Easter egg hunt– April 4 at 10:30 on the lawn between sanctuary & children’s area 

 

Easter Sunday worship service– April 4 at 10:50 

 
Please join us as we honor the death and celebrate the resurrection of Christ. 

WHAT: CHICKEN SPAGHETTI 
LUNCHES + DINNERS TO GO 

 

WHEN: MAY 3 
Lunch 11-1 
Dinner 4-6 

 

WHERE: PICK UP @  
FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 

FOR: Proceeds benefit Hope In 
Action, The Call, & Methodist 

Family Health 
 

COST: $10/plate  
Tickets available in church office.  

 

For more info, call church office, 
Marlon Ward,  

JoAnn Montgomery, or  
Don Still.  

*Keep an eye out for sign up 
sheets for help with meal prep!* 
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Dear Friends at First United Methodist 
Church- 
 I am writing to thank you all 
for packing Operation Christmas Child 
Shoeboxes in 2020. Folks from all over  
southwest Arkansas joined together to 
send out 698 shoebox gifts to children 
who needed to know they are loved. I 
hope everyone is looking forward to 
sending more Shoeboxes in November 
of this year as well. Please continue to 
pray that the children and their families 
who are given these simple gifts will 
hear and receive into their hearts the 
gospel of Jesus Christ who is THE 
GREATEST GIFT of all. God’s work truly 
does continue in every season.  
  Sincerely, Linda Burke 
  OCC Church Relations 
  Volunteer Hope, AR 

Dear Church Family, 

     It was incredibly humbling to stand 
before you all and receive the generous gifts 

and amazing cards and notes from  

everyone. Most of you know what a  

difficult decision this was for Dan and I, 
but we know God is leading us through 
this major life change and we will grow 

because of it. So, although we are  

downsizing our physical space, we are not 
downsizing our friendships! You will  

always find an open door and probably 
some dessert when you come for a visit. 

Love, 

Dan & Kari 

 
Dear Pairs + Spares-   

  
  

Thank you for the going- 
 

away gift of the gas card- it  
 

will definitely come in handy on  
 

our cross-country trip. Mike   
 

and I were so grateful and   
 

blessed to be part of this  
 

Sunday School group. And the  
 

reason we joined was because  
 

we were asked-  
 

so don’t forget to keep asking  
 

new folks! We will miss you all  
 

very much! 
     

-Jeanne + Mike 
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LOVE AND PROTECTION 
Read Psalm 4:4-8  

 
 This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice 
   and be glad in it. - Psalm 118:24 (NRSV) 
  
In 2016, my husband and I took our two teenage granddaughters on a trip to Alaska. As we settled into 
our seats for the first leg of our flight there, I handed out small notebooks to use as personal journals  
during the trip. On the first page of each notebook, I had written two Bible verses: today’s quoted verse 
from Psalm 118 and a verse from today’s reading: “In peace I will lie down and sleep, for you alone, 
LORD, make me dwell in safety” (NIV). 
 Each morning we recited Psalm 118:24. It set the tone for our days filled with opportunities to  
enjoy the scenery and creatures of Alaska. Each evening as we settled down to sleep, we would recite 
Psalm 4:8. It was a calming practice as we relaxed in the knowledge that God was with us and would  
protect us as we slept. 
 Since that memorable trip, I have continued to repeat these Bible verses each morning and night. 
I find that reciting Psalm 4:8 focuses my mind on God’s presence and peace. Despite the worries of the 
day, God is with me. The cares of the world slip away, and my sleep comes more quickly. These two 
verses have become the bookends for my days, and my life is all the sweeter for this daily practice.  
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for the opportunity to rejoice and be glad for the wonderful world you 
have given us and for the peace of knowing your love and protection are with us even as we sleep. Amen.  
 
 
From the Upper Room, March—April  2021. The current Upper Room is available for everyone and can be picked up in the church. 

 Thought For The Day 
 

When I Wake and when I sleep, I 
will be mindful of God’s care. 

For your tireless  
service, your  

infectious  
enthusiasm, your  
boundless love and 
for lighting and  

fanning the flame of 
faith in so 

many...THANK YOU!! 

Dan & Kari “May God be  
gracious to you 
and bless you 
and make His 

face shine upon 
you.” 

Psalm 67:1 



 10 

April 2021 First United Methodist Church  
Pastor: Steve Johnson 

2300 South Main St. 
PO Box 400 
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Office: 870-777-8816 

fumchope@yahoo.com 
www.hopefumc.org 

  

 

 

We hope you all had a great Spring Break!  
The teachers are back and ready to teach the 

little ones! 
We began March with Preschool Registration for 
Fall 2021. We have filled both the 3 and 4 year 

old classes with a waiting list for each.  
Kindergarten is still accepting students so if you 
know anyone who may be interested in our 1/2 

day program, please send them our way. 
In April, we are looking forward to our Easter 
egg hunts at Hope Haven and the ones we will 
have with our classes. Also we will be having 

Preschool Town.  
We wish everyone a Happy Easter! 


