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 A couple of years ago I received a birthday card which 
is one of my favorites. The outside said, “Once upon a time a 
very special person was born who was destined to change the 
world.” I opened it and read, “Calm down. It’s not you, it’s  
Jesus. I think he’d want you to have a happy birthday though.” 
 This month we will celebrate the birth of Jesus who is 
still changing the world. Because of his arrival the calendar 
changed as it refers to years that are B.C. (before Christ) and 
A.D. (Anno Domini-in the year of the Lord). Jesus not only 
changed the lives of disciples when he walked this earth, he 
has changed billions of people since then as they have come 
to experience abundant and eternal life through him. The 
Good News has spread to and influenced almost every corner 
of the world.  
 What if Jesus had never been born? That will be the 
question I will address during our Christmas Eve worship  
service. If Jesus hadn’t entered our world, how would things 
be different? How would people treat one another? In whom 
could we hope? 
 Come, and invite others to worship with us, not only on 
Christmas Eve, but throughout the Advent and Christmas  
seasons and into the new year. Let’s celebrate the fact that  
Jesus was born and is still alive and well! Let’s also discover 
how we can participate with Jesus in changing the world. 

Quick Reference Guide 
Page 1— Pastor’s Note/Birthdays 
             & anniversaries 
Page 2— Memorials/Budget/ 
              e-Giving 
Page 3— December calendar 
Page 4— Prayer Initiative/ 
             Stewardship Notes 
Page 5— What’s Happening?/  
     Missing 
Page 6— Children’s news 
Page 7— Youth news 
Page 8— Thank You/Outreach 
Page 9— Methodist Family Health/
    Upper Room 
Page 10-  Preschool news 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Paula Dillard Mack 

4 Vickie Miles 

8 Brandon Perkins 

9 Daniel Brown 

9 Charles Looney 

9 Lilli Beaver 

16 Hollis Wilson 

17 Red Smith 

17 Charles Morris 

18 Dennis & Linda Ramsey 
     anniversary  

20 Claudette Wilson 

23 Martha Burke 

23 Delia James 

26 Ned Ray & Carolyn Purtle 
      anniversary  

27 Debbie Garrett 

28 Forrest & Pat Hutson  
      anniversary  

30 Sharon Still 

30 Red & Kim Smith 
      anniversary  

31 Chris Thomason 

31 Keith & Molly McGhee 
     anniversary  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DECEMBER 
5– Advent 
12– Advent 
19– Advent 
26– Christmas 
 

 

JANUARY 
2– Taken 
9– Available 
16– Available 
23– Available 
30– Available 

 
Altar flowers are 

$68.00. The  
flowers may be  

taken home after  
worship. 
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In Memory of Bob Lewis by: 

Mixed Nuts SS Class Hope FUMC 

Mary Ward 

Lolita Murray 

Robert & Wanda O’Neal 

Wendel & Kay McCorkle 

David & Janis Porterfield 

Bill & Dixie Coffee 

In Memory of Charles Perkins by: 

Jerry & Susan Monroe 

Mixed Nuts SS Class Hope FUMC 

Bill & Dixie Coffee 

Jerry & Twyla Pruden 

In Memory of Vivian Wilson by: 

Daniel Brown 

Diana Keith 

Jerry & Twyla Pruden 

Sandy Beaty 

The Rhodes, Russell, & Haney families 

Don & Linda Worthey 

In Memory of Carolyn Thornton by: 

Sharing Circle of Davidson, NC FUMC 

In Memory of Janice Smith by: 

Lynn & Karen Montgomery 

Don & Linda Worthey 

Jerry & Twyla Pruden 

Mary Ward 

In Memory of Bob Moore by: 

Don & Linda Worthey 

In Memory of Carey Bunkleman by: 

Jerry & Twyla Pruden 

In Memory of Opal Drews by: 

Jerry & Twyla Pruden 

2021 Budget:$396,115 
November 7 offering: $6,549 

November 14 offering: $3,989.19 
November 21 offering: $6,436.17 
November 28 offering: $9,102.00 

e-Giving received through 
November 29: $70,659.00 

Pastor’s Fund 
On Communion Sundays, any money placed on the 

altar rail is allocated to our Pastor’s Fund. This  
money is used for helping out individuals/families in 

need through the discretion of our pastor. 

Church Directory Online 

If you have not joined us yet, it’s 

easy to do!! Just download the 

“Instant Church Directory” in the 

app store on your phone or  

computer and follow the 

prompts. You will need to use the 

same email that you have shared 

with the church office. If you 

have any questions,  

please call the office. 

Memorial money is used by our Trustee committee to 
maintain our church facility. Please designate on your 

check who the memorial is for. 
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Video Service 
 

Watch our 10:50  
worship service online at 

our website or  
Facebook on Sunday  

afternoon. 

Worship Update 
 

Sunday School at 9:45am 
is followed by Mall  

Fellowship. Join us for 
worship at 10:50 in the 

sanctuary. 

M&M’s & Youth Schedule 
M&Ms—5:30-6:30 each  

Wednesday.  
Youth—6:15-7:45 each  

Wednesday.  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Regular Sunday 
Services 

9:45am– Sunday 
School   

10:50am– Worship 
 

  1 
10am– Class Meeting 
5:30-6:30pm– M&Ms 
5:30-Handbells/6:30-

Choir 
6:15-7:45– Youth 

2 3 
6:30am– Men’s 

book study 
 
 

Office closed 

4 

 5 
 

6 
6:00pm– Hope 

Christmas Parade 
Handbells play at 

Tailgater’s  
following Parade 

7 8 
10am– Class Meeting 
5:30-6:30pm– M&Ms 
5:30-Handbells/6:30-

Choir 
6:15-7:45– Youth 

9 10 
6:30am-Men’s book 

study 
 
 

Office closed 

11 
5:45pm- Choir @ 
Washington UMC 

9:00am–   12 
Worship Committee 

meeting 

13 14 15 
10am– Class Meeting 
5:30-Handbells/6:30-

Choir 
6:00pm– Children & 

Youth Christmas Play 
 

16 17 

6:30am– Men’s book 
study 

9:00am-Preschool sing 
@ Bancorp South & 

Tom Bean 
Office closed 

18 

19 20 
6:30pm– Finance 

Committee meeting 
7:00pm– Admin. 
Board meeting 

21 22 
10am– Class  

Meeting 
NO Youth/M&Ms 
5:30-Handbells/ 

6:30– Choir 

23 6:00pm-  24 
Christmas Eve Service 

 

 

25 

26 27 
Office closed 

28 29 
10am– Class 

Meeting 
 

2-4:30pm– Kids Game 
Day 

5:30– Handbells/6:30– 
Choir 

30 31 
7pm-7am Youth 
New Year’s Eve 

Lock-In 
 

Office closed 

 

Charge Conference 
at Noon 

3:00pm– Youth to 
Malvern 

Youth Bake  
Sale 
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Our 2021 stewardship emphasis ran from October 31 to November 21, four Sundays in which members of our congregation 
each used a few minutes to educate, encourage and sometimes entertain – all for the cause of faithful management of what 
God has given us. 
 Gina Perkins, with the help of her son Brayden, explained the use of a “QR” code to give electronically; and then  
Debbie Malek spoke on the ease of doing so, even for the “Boomer” generation and those older.  The QR code is printed in 
each Sunday’s bulletin and also in each month’s newsletter.  If you have questions or need help, call the church office. 
 Cathryn Looney encouraged us all to use the time and talents God has given us for our church ’s ministry opportunities, 
listed on an insert in the bulletin.  If you haven’t already, please consider those opportunities, check the ones that interest you 
and return the form to the church office.  If you need another list, call Jessica or stop by the office to pick one up.  
 Dixie Coffee and Darby Kate Coffee gave their personal testimonies on stewardship after having attended the book 
study, Saving Grace, A Guide to Financial Well-Being.  The six-week study was led by Pastor Steve -- and Darby Kate was the 
youngest participant, and also the youngest Stewardship Moment speaker, a good example to other youth in both instances.  
 Finally, Archie Butler led us back to what’s most important – loving God and loving our neighbor.  He reminded us that 
we are asked if we will faithfully participate in the ministries of the church by our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.  
What a great lead-in to the season of Advent. 
 The Stewardship Committee is grateful to all our willing and eloquent speakers and, of course, to all our church ’s  
faithful stewards.  We are also very grateful to the four who answered the call to give of their time, talents, and resources to 
bake four beautiful desserts for our drawing – JoAnn Montgomery, Joan Hardee, Carolyn Aslin and Marlin Ward.  Four winners, 
who had turned in their promise cards by November 21st and were present in church, went home with the sweet treats! 

 
 

 
 

 
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace . . . (Luke 2:13-14).” 
 When the angels appeared to the shepherds to announce Jesus' birth, they declared God's intention that his presence will bring 
about peace on earth.  But, it seems there is very little peace on this earth.  There are wars and divisions, broken family relationships,  
broken church relationships, and certainly broken community relationships.  Everywhere we turn there is discord.  In the lyrics of the 
Christmas carol “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day,” it says: 
 “And in despair I bowed my head 
 'There is no peace on Earth,' I said 
 For hate is strong and mocks the song 
 Of peace on Earth, good will to men.” 
Have we allowed our lack of peace to become a mockery of the peace offered to us in Jesus Christ?  When we choose to be in  
relationship with Jesus Christ, one of the gifts we have access to is peace.  Yet, in each of our lives we experience things that can steal our 
peace.  We might suffer an illness, a broken relationship, a financial loss, or the death of a loved one.  We may live in an area where there 
is actually war (think of the unrest in our cities or gang activity in communities), or where we don't have the necessities of food, shelter or 
clothing.  We all know that spiritual peace is more than the absence of conflict.  Because of Jesus Christ, each of us can live in a state of 
peace because of our faith and trust in a God who saves us and can deliver us from, or through, any circumstance of life.  And, this same 
God will ultimately deliver us to heaven to live with him eternally.  The carol goes on to say, 
 “Then rang the bells more loud and deep 
 God is not dead, nor doth He sleep 
 The wrong shall fail, the right prevail 
 With peace on Earth, good will to men.” 
God offers us peace.  It is ours to receive.  So, our prayer focus this month is to pray for peace in our own personal lives.  But, please also 
pray for peace in our churches, our communities, and yes, the world.   
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Please join us on Friday,  

December 24 at 6pm for our 

Candlelight Christmas Eve  

Service. We will sing Christmas 

hymns and enjoy a beautiful, 

peaceful service to close our 

Christmas Eve. We would love 

to have you, your friends and 

families celebrate with us! 

The CDC has issued new guidelines 
for wearing masks. In order to  

maximize protection from the Delta 
variant and prevent possible  

transmission of the virus to others, 
it is recommended that vaccinated 
as well as unvaccinated persons 
wear a mask indoors in public if 

you are in an area of high  
transmission. 

**For those who have not yet been  
vaccinated, masks and physical  
distancing are still strongly  
recommended for indoor and  

outdoor settings.** 

The Chancel and Handbell choirs have 
been working hard, preparing for the 

Christmas season in our church and 
around our community. Please come 

out to support them if you can!  
The Handbell Choir will perform next 

door to Tailgater’s at 6pm on  
Monday, December 6 (during/after 

the Christmas Parade) and the  
Chancel Choir will be singing at the 

Washington UMC on Saturday,  
December 11 at 5:45pm. They will  

enhance the spirit of your holidays! 

The church is missing a 
dark green, battery-
powered leaf blower.  
Pictured is a blower  

similar to the missing 
one. If you know where it 
might be, please contact  

Jessica in the church  
office. Thank you!  
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Thank you to everyone who stayed on Sunday, November 21 to help decorate the 
sanctuary for Advent. You are all a blessing to this church family. 

-Carolyn Aslin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our church provided 68 
shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child! What a 

blessing for the children who 
will receive these! Thank you 
so much for always giving to 

those in need! You are the 
hands and feet of Jesus! 



 9 

December 2021 

Grateful & Generous 
READ 2 Corinthians 9:10-15 

“You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will 
result in thanksgiving to God.” -2 Corinthians 9:11 (NIV) 

 

 My brother, MartÍn, lives in New York. In the apartment building where he lives, several cats 
come around every evening. My brother tells me that he always purchases food for them, spending 
about $10 daily. Knowing he has limited resources, his friends 
scold him and question why he bothers with the cats. My brother’s 
response is: “It is a way to express gratitude for God’s immense 
goodness. I am almost 70 years old, and God has granted me a 
good life — without pain, filled with energy, and the ability to work 
and live without limitations. Caring for God’s creatures  is a small 
way to demonstrate my gratitude to God.” 
 As I reflected on his story, I realized that if we all expressed such gratitude to God, it would 
create in us a generous spirit; we would have a much more loving and caring world. I am grateful 
for my brother, for his example, and for his inspiration to follow the biblical teaching to “be  
generous on every occasion.” May we all work at developing more grateful and generous hearts so                                 
that God’s will may more fully be realized. 

 

Prayer: Generous God, thank you for your loving-kindness and the blessings we receive each day. 
Inspire us to be generous with everyone we can, in whatever ways we can. In the name of the One 

who gave his life for us. Amen. 
 

Taken from The Upper Room, November-December 2021 edition. You may pick up and “Upper Room’ in the church office or on 
one of the tables located around the sanctuary and in the Narthex. 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
Today I will show gratitude to 

God by giving generously. 

 
 
 
 
 

We will take a special offering in church on December 12 to benefit Methodist Family Health. 
This season, would you share your light of peace, stability, and hope so others can shine? The  
Arkansas children and families in our care at Methodist Family Health are abandoned, abused,  
neglected, and struggling with psychiatric, behavioral, emotional, and spiritual issues. By sharing your 
light with them, we all shine brighter.  
Here are easy ways you can give a financial gift to share the light and shine today: 

Text GIVE to 501-881-2258 
Visit MethodistFamily.org/Donate to make a contribution online 
Mail a check made payable to Methodist Family Health Foundation, P.O. Box 56050, Little Rock 
        Arkansas 72215 
Call Christy at 501-906-4201 to make a secure donation using a credit or debit card 
PayPal - @MethodistFamily 
Venmo - @MFHFoundation 
Make a contribution at church. Note, MFHF on your check or offering envelope and place in the 
     offering plate 
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 In November, the preschool hosted a petting zoo where several parents/volunteers brought animals for our kids to see and pet. We had 
dogs, a rabbit, a few horses, a pony that each child got to ride, a pig, chickens, and ducks! This was a successful event for our children! 
 Our children also participated in the “Disguise-A-Turkey” project and decorated turkeys to look like different objects or animals in order 
to “save the turkeys from being eaten for Thanksgiving!” This is always a fun project for parents and children and we love seeing the creative ideas!  
 We ended the week before Thanksgiving with our annual Thanksgiving Feast for staff and students. Each teacher cooked sides and the 
preschool provided chicken strips and rolls and we all ate together. This day is “just for us” and we all enjoy it! 
 In preparation for December, we are learning Christmas songs to sing at the banks and decorating our Christmas float for the Hope 
Christmas Parade on Monday, December 6 at 6pm.  We will sing at Bancorp South at 9am on Friday, December 17 and immediately following we will 
sing at Tom Bean with refreshments following. Come see us! 


