February 2021

2 Boston Billings
9 Kathy Neel
10 Alicia McDowell
10 Susan Monroe
11 Hal Branch
12 Lynn Montgomery
13 Marilou Lewis
14 Judy Duke
15 Sharon Grant
15 Charley Carlton
15 Lynda Ford Brown
21 Robert Green
21 George Kable Neel
21 Wesley Taylor Price
21 Adam & Jessica Beaver anniv.
23 Michael Malek
23 Brenda Goodwin
24 Ronnie & Martha Burke annv.
24 Alexis Davis
24 Tina Glenn
25 Dena Montgomery
27 Keith McGhee
28 Pastor Steve Johnson
28 Sonya Branch
28 Joe Watkins
28 Wendell Elledge

From the Pastor
By now you know that I almost never write or preach
about politics unless it involves moral or spiritual issues. I will
comment on what I witnessed as I watched the recent assault
on our nation’s Capitol. I was appalled to see that some of the
persons who participated carried the Christian flag, displayed
signs such as “Jesus is my savior,” and erected a large wooden cross. Their actions certainly do not exemplify Christian
behavior as described in Scripture passages such as Ephesians 4:25-5:2 and Colossians 3:5-14. Whatever our political
views, we need to remember that we are not only citizens of
our country, but we are also citizens of the Kingdom of God
who should model the values of the King of Kings.
Lest we think we’re off the hook because our actions
are not as bad as those of the rioters at the Capitol, we must
remember Jesus’ words in Matthew 7:3, “Why do you see the
speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the log in your
own eye?” Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday, February
17, offers us an opportunity to examine ourselves in order that
our sins and shortcomings may be revealed. It is also a season to seek forgiveness and a right relationship with God and
others. We need God's grace just as much as anyone else. I
invite us to use Psalm 51 as a prayer of confession during
Lent.
Let us pray for our country and elected officials. Pray
for Americans, whether Christian or not, to dialogue and debate in a respectful manner. May we as Christians be more
like Jesus in our witness to the world.
Pastor Steve

28 Alex Burton

Quick Reference Guide

February
7-Debbie Garrett
14-David Duke
21-Audrey Keith
28-Spares & Pairs

March
7– Dana Cox
14-Available
21-Available
28-Tevor Coffee

Altar flowers are
$68.00. The flowers may be taken home after
worship.
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Memorial money is used
by our Trustee committee to maintain our church facility. Please
designate on your check who the
Memorial is for.
In memory of Don Hall by:
Jim & Judy Vaughan
In memory of Cecil Delaney by:
Claudia Franklin
In memory of Norma Jean Delaney by:
Virginia Gardner
Claudia Franklin
In memory of Doodle Franklin by:
Brenda Rothwell
Linda & Don Worthey
Kari & Dan Rohrbaugh
Diana Keith
Jim & Judy Vaughan
In memory of Buddy Wilson by:
Linda & Don Worthey
Mary Ward
Kari & Dan Rohrbaugh
Judy & Jim Vaughan
Karen & Lynn Montgomery
Sandy Beaty
Kay & Wendel McCorkle, Bitsy Carter
Diana Keith
Anna Manney SS Class
In memory of Janey Wray by:
Twyla & Jerry Pruden

In memory of Burkett Wylie
Judy & Jim Vaughan

2021 Budget: $396,150.00
January 3 offering: $4,323.00
January 10 offering: $2,995.00
January 17 offering: $4,820.00
January 24 offering: $5,784.00
E-giving received thru Jan. 27
$6,645.00

Hi, church friends. Many of you
know that Mike and I will be leaving Hope in March.
We have retired and are going to begin traveling
full-time, with a coast-to-coast bike ride as the first
big event. For the past several years, I have volunteered at Hope In Action’s food bank for two hours
a week. I stock shelves, pack food bags, help with
people who come in, answer the phone, go to the
store … basically whatever the director needs me to
do. Before we leave, I would love to find someone
who will take my place, as they do not have any
other volunteers. If you have a heart for feeding
people in your community, please consider taking a
little time out of your week to help out. It’s not
hard work, but it really does make a difference and
helps the director and organization.
You may contact Jeanne with any questions
or for more information at 870-736-2171 (call or
text) or email design.simpson@gmail.com.
Thank you.
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Sun

Mon

1

Tue

Wed

2

3

10:45– Staff mtg.

7

5:30– SPRC mtg.

5:30-Discipleship
mtg.

8

9

9:15 Worship
committee mtg

15

16

22

Sat

4

5

6

11

12 Office closed 13

5:30-6:15:M&M’s/Youth

10

10:15 Class
mtg.

6:30am-Mens
book study

175:30-6:15:- 18
M&M’s/Youth

.

19

Office closed

20

6:30am-Mens
book study

6:30-Finance mtg.
7:00-Admin Board

21

Fri

5:30-6:15:M&M’s/Youth

.

14

10:15 Class
mtg.

Thu

Service 6:30

23

24

10:15 Class
mtg.

25

5:30-6:15:M&M’s/Youth

26

Office closed

27

6:30am-Mens
book study

28

Worship Update:
Worship with us on Sunday
mornings at 10:50am in the
sanctuary.
Sunday School at 9:45am

M&M’s/Youth Schedule
M&M’s/Youth will begin on
Wednesday, Jan. 13 at 5:30 For more info,
contact Rose

Video Service
Watch our 10:50 worship
service online at our website
or Facebook on Sunday
afternoon.
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Our church is blessed to offer our Sunday morning worship
services online.
A vital part of worship is the congregation’s active participation, whether in person at church or at home. The
hymns, responsive readings and the Apostle’s Creed give
every one the privilege of proclaiming the Good News and
affirming their personal faith in Jesus Christ. A few special
days to keep in mind in the coming months:
February 17, Ash Wednesday—service time 6:30pm
March 28– Palm Sunday
April 1– Maundy Thursday
April 4– Easter Sunday, sunrise and 10:50am services
“Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom.”
Psalm 145:3
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•
•

Collection Dates:
February 17– April 1, 2021
You can honor the Lenten season by collecting
and donating necessities for Arkansas children
and families at MFH

Shopping List
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bath

White towels and wash clothes
Individual shower caddies
Body wash, shampoo and conditioner
Shaving cream and disposable razors
Deodorant (solid or non-aerosol spray)
Facial tissue (like Kleenex)
Bedding
White and Twin-size only
Sheets, pillow and pillow cases
Mattress pads
Comforter sets and bedspreads
Household Items
Paper towels and napkins
Small laundry baskets
Laundry hampers with lids
Plastic hangers and bins (shoe box size)
Feminine Hygiene
Tampons and pads (all sizes)
Panty liners
Baby Care
Diapers of all sizes
Baby wash
Baby Tylenol
A&D ointment and Vaseline (small jars)
Infant nail clippers and nasal aspirators
Gift Cards
Walmart, Visa and Amazon in any amount
School Supplies
Backpacks in clear and solid colors
Pens, pencils, pencil boxes, crayons
Non-spiral and composition notebooks and
journals
Canvases, paint brushes and art sets
Perler beads, supplies and kits

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Books and Toys
Paperback books for young adults ( of particular need are book series)
Paperback Bible and devotionals. Please visit
Methodist Family.org/Ways– to– Give for a list
of those we use most often in our locations
Coloring books for adults
Cars and board games
Xbox and Playstation games
Hot Wheels cars and road mats
Building blocks of all kinds (Legos, etc.)
Basketballs, footballs, soccer balls and volleyballs

Clothing
Men and boys boxers and briefs in all sizes
Women’s panties in sizes 7-14
Non-underwire bras in sizes 34-40 in cups
B, C, D and DD
Socks in all adult sizes
Sweatpants, sweatshirts (no hoods), tshirts, pajamas, jackets and shorts for men
and women in sizes small to 4XL
Khaki pants and hunter green polo shirts in
all child and adult sizes (used for school
uniforms)
Slip-on and Velcro tennis shoes (no laces)
in adult sizes 5-14
MFH requests all donated items are new.

•
•
•
•

Donated Funds
Online at MethodistFamily.org/Donate
choose Donation Closet in designation box
Text GUAG to 501-881-2258
Call 501-906-4201 to donate using a credit
or debit card
Mail a check to Methodist Family Health
Foundation, P.O. Box 56050, Little Rock,
AR 72215-write Get Up & give in memo
field
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“I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance (Luke 5:32).”
“. . . But unless you repent, you too will all perish (Luke 13:3).”

It seems like Christmas was only a few days ago, but the beginning of Lent is February 17. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and continues for 40 days (not counting Sundays), and ends at Easter. Lent is a time for self-examination. It is the time when one
should consider one’s mortality, and one’s sinfulness, and reflect on our position before
God. It seems inevitable that the longer we contemplate who we are in relationship to
God, and the more we understand what our sin cost our Savior, it seems that we soon
come to understand that we are not only merely dust, but that we desperately need to repent. When Jesus began his ministry, his first message was this: “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven has come near (Matthew 3:2).” According to Jesus our primary need, in
order to become part of his Kingdom is repentance.” Repentance means more than just
being sorry. Repentance means to turn completely around, and go in the opposite direction. But, it also means that one has no intention of ever returning to the path we walked
before. When one repents of a sinful act, it means being sorry for that act, choosing to do
the right thing, and planning to never commit that sin again. Lent is the perfect time to examine our lives to see where we need to repent. It may mean leaving something behind.
It may mean choosing a new course of action or a new attitude. It means asking for forgiveness for failing to live my life according to God’s will. So, our prayer focus for this
month is to ask god to give us insight into the area or areas of our lives where we need to
repent, and then to ask God to give us the power to follow through.
Artie Johnson

O God, your glory is always to
have mercy. Be gracious to all who
have gone astray from your ways,
and bring them again with penitent
hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ
your Son, who with you and the
Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
(The Book of Common Prayer, USA, 1979, p.166)
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Being Present
READ John 5:1-18

When Jesus saw him lying there, knowing that he had already been there a long time, he asked
him, “Do you want to get well?”
- John 5:6(CEB)
Each Saturday morning a men’s group from the church where I am a pastor meets for
breakfast at a local restaurant. It’s an opportunity for men to talk honestly about
their faith and the issues they face.
Thought For
I enjoy these gatherings, but at times my mind is everywhere except the
The Day
group’s conversations. I get concerned that people can’t hear one another, I
The present moworry that new people in the group may feel left out, and I often watch the res- ment holds abuntaurant staff, hoping they don’t mind that we’re lingering and taking up a few
dant holiness.
tables. My focus on why we’re gathering—faith formation and relationship development—gets lost.
In scripture we see that Jesus was focused and knew that God was present in all situations.
The phrases “Jesus saw” and “Jesus looked” appear dozens of times in the Bible. And in today’s
reading, Jesus was surrounded by people and noise and yet was able to truly see one man. Nothing else mattered to Jesus except that interaction.
So many things distract us from focusing on the present moment. Let us learn from Jesus
not to miss the opportunities that God places before us every hour of every day.
Prayer: Creator God, help us to slow down, focus on what’s in front of us, and experience your love here

and now. Amen.

From the Upper Room, January—February 2021
The current Upper Room is available for everyone and can be picked up in the church.
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On these cold rainy January days, the kids have had time to work on building great towers, creating masterpieces of art. Some have made snow inside and of course we have had an abundance of learning!
Enrollment for 2021-2022 School Year
Our Preschool will be entering our 42nd year. God has blessed our school and it is a great place for
learning. Our Preschool and Kindergarten offers a half day program with several slots available for
after school care. Church members and current students have priority over the public.
This enrollment period will be Feb. 15 thru Mar. 3
** 3 yr old class: your child is 3 by Aug. 1, 2021 and potty trained
** 4 yr old class: your child is 4 by Aug. 1, 2021 and potty trained
** For the Kindergarten class: your child is 5 by Aug. 1, 2021
Please see Tiffany Purtle for a registration form on or after Feb. 15. Please consider carefully since our
registration fees are non-refundable. We open up registration to the public March 4, 5:00 to 7:00pm
Tiffany Purtle, Director
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