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 February is associated with love because of Valentine’s Day. 
That day is a celebration of romantic love. There are also other  
expressions of love besides romantic feelings. 
 The Bible speaks about different aspects of love. It does  
contain passages about romantic love. Have you ever read the Song 
of Solomon? There are also Scriptures which tell us about the love 
friends have for one another, such as the relationship between  
David and Jonathan. Jesus and the Apostle Paul spoke about agape 
love which involves choices to act lovingly toward others, including 
those with whom we disagree. Jesus said we are to love even our 
own enemies. 
 As our church family continues the discernment process this 
month, let us practice agape love toward one another. On Monday, 
February 6 at 6:ooPM we will have our second listening session in 
the fellowship hall. Two pastors will make presentations. They will 
each share for about 15 minutes. One will offer reasons churches 
should consider disaffiliating from the United Methodist Church and 
the other will articulate why he believes churches should remain in 
the UMC. After they speak there will be an opportunity to ask them 
questions and for our members to share their opinions. This will be a 
very important session to view the issue from different perspectives. 
Keep on praying for discernment and loving one another. 

 
FEBRUARY 

5– Ashlea Quillin 
12– Jerry & Twyla      
       Pruden 
19– Judy Vaughan 
26– Joan Hardee 

  

 
MARCH 

5– Available  
12– Montgomery 
19– Perkins 
26– Available  

 
Altar flowers are 

$68.00. The  
flowers may be  

taken home after  
worship. 

 

2 Boston Billings 
9 Kathy Neel 
10 Alicia McDowell 
10 Susan Monroe 
11 Hal Branch 
12 Lynn Montgomery 
13 Marilou Lewis 
14 Judy Duke 
15 Sharon Grant 
15 Jan Wright 
15 Lynda Brown 
21 Robert Green 
21 George Kable Neel 
21 Wesley Price 
21 Adam & Jessica Beaver  
      anniversary  
23 Michael Malek 
23 Brenda Goodwin 
24 Martha and Ronnie Burke  
      anniversary  
24 Alexis Davis 
24 Tina Glenn 
25 Dena Montgomery 
27 Keith McGhee 
28 Pastor Steve Johnson 
28 Joe Watkins 
28 Wendell Elledge 
28 Alex Burton 
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Pastor’s Fund 
On Communion Sundays, any money placed on 

the altar rail is allocated to our Pastor’s Fund. This  
money is used for helping out individuals/families 

in need through the discretion of our pastor. 

Church Directory Online 

If you have not joined us yet, it’s easy to 

do!! Just download the “Instant Church 

Directory” in the app store on your 

phone or computer and follow the 

prompts. You will need to use the same 

email that you have shared with the 

church office. If you have any questions, 

please call the office. 

In Memory of Hazel Jordan by: 

Jerry & Brenda Rothwell 

 

In Memory of Elaine Kennemer by: 

Diana Keith 

 

In Memory of Bob Cockman by: 

Don Worthey 

 

In Memory of L Ruby Russell by: 

Don Worthey 

Memorial money is used by our Trustee committee 
to maintain our church facility. Please designate on 

your check who the memorial is for. 
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Video Service 
 

Watch our 10:50  
worship service live on  

Facebook or Vimeo, and on 
Sunday afternoons on 

YouTube or our website! 

Worship Update 
 

Sunday School at 9:45am is 
preceded by Mall Fellowship. 
Join us for worship at 10:50 in 

the sanctuary. 

M&M’s & Youth Schedule 
 

M&Ms is from 5:30-6:30 
each Wednesday evening, 
with Youth following from 
6:30-7:45. Please see Rose 

for more details. 

Regular Sunday 
Services 

 

9:45– Sunday 
School 

 

10:50– Worship 

 
10am– Class 

Meeting 
 

5:30pm– M&Ms 
 

6:30– Youth 
 

 

 
10am– Class 

Meeting 
 

5:30pm– M&Ms 
 

6:30– Youth 
 

 

 
10am– Class 

Meeting 
 

5:30pm– M&Ms 
 

6:30– Youth 
 

 

 
 

10am– Class 
Meeting 

5-5:45pm– 
Youth Pancake 

Supper 
6pm– Ash 

Wednesday  
Service 

 
6:30pm–  

Finance Comm. 
Meeting 

 

7:00– Admin. 
Board meeting 

 
6:30am– Men’s 

Book Study 
 

 
 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 
6:30am– Men’s 

Book Study 
 

 
 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 
6:30am– Men’s 

Book Study 
 

 
 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 
6:30am– Men’s 

Book Study 
 

 
 
 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 
6pm– 2nd  
Listening  

Session with 
Herschel  

Richardson & 
Russ Breshears 

    1st Sunday Supper 
@ 5pm 

    9am– Outreach 
meeting 
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With the holidays behind us, and the 40 days of Lent just ahead, Methodist Family Health Foundation has a 
way for Arkansans to honor the Lenten season—contributing to our state’s children & families who are 

abandoned, abused, neglected and struggling with psychiatric, behavioral, emotional and spiritual issues. 
Our 14th Annual Get Up & Give Lenten Collection Project asks churches, small groups, workplaces,  

organizations and individuals to give to the Arkansas children & families Methodist Family Health serves a 
sense of belonging and self-worth by collecting items and funds then delivering them to the most  

convenient Methodist Family Health Counseling Clinic in their community. But sharing your light of stability, 
peace and hope, you help those in our care SHINE.  

For more info about Get Up & Give, the Arkansas children & families we serve, or Methodist Family Health’s 
complete continuum of care, visit MethodistFamily.org. 
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Welcome, Bishop Laura Merrill! 
In November 2022, Bishop Laura  
Merrill was elected as a United  

Methodist Bishop and assigned to the 
Arkansas Annual Conference. She has 

recently moved to Arkansas and begun 
serving in her assignment, and she has 
plans to travel to meet as many clergy 
and laity as possible over the next few 

months. Here are excerpts from a  
recent Q&A with Bishop Merrill. 

Q: What are your main priorities for your time as the Episcopal Leader in the  
Arkansas Annual Conference? 
 A: Right now I want to get to know the conference. Churches—clergy and 
laity—and their communities, as well as the character of the conference as a 
whole… As I learn, I’ll be joining the ongoing disaffiliation journey and process in 
Arkansas, which I know has been distressing and exhausting to many of our  
people. We need to tend to our spirits and our relationships during this time, to 
restore the fabric of our connection. I hope we can help each other remember 
that it is the love of God that gives us life and keeps us faithful. 
 

Q: How did you determine that God was calling you into ministry? 
 A: I’m one of those who started out very clear that I wasn’t going to be a 
pastor. My daddy and my mama’s daddy were both preachers, and I took a path 
instead as a young adult into missionary and peace with justice work, in South 
America and on the US-Mexico border. But I did find my way into seminary, 
where the call into the worship life of the church and a fascination with the study 
of scripture finally got the best of me. I decided to seek ordination, and it’s been a 
fascinating life ever since. 
 

Q: In closing, Bishop Merrill, how can we best support your ministry? 
 A: ...I also covet your prayers for me and for us together. I look forward to 
meeting the United Methodists of Arkansas and continuing this road into God’s 
good future! 
 

Everyone is invited to meet Bishop Merrill at a reception from 2-4pm on Sunday, 
February 19 at Village UMC in Hot Springs Village. 
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PSALMS 
READ Psalm 3:1-8 

“I have trusted in your faithful love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation.”  
-Psalm 13:5 (CEB) 

  

 Often I do not know how to pray. Usually my prayers are check-the-box requests  
delivered in a steady, professional manner. The psalms show a different way of praying 
that is eloquent, raw, and emotional. They pull us in deeply to what the writer was  

thinking or feeling. In many of the psalms the author shares 
feelings—good and bad, uplifting and disturbing, but  
always honest. 
 Though about one third of the psalms are laments,  
almost every one ends on a positive note. This encourages 

me always to try to end my prayers on a positive note. But if I cannot, if I am feeling too 
broken, confused, or crushed, then it is okay to end where I am. I am confident that God 
would rather hear an honest prayer that does not end on a high note than one that is  
falsely hopeful. 
 The psalms teach us how to talk to God—to give God not only our requests but also 
our emotions. Prayers do not have to be as eloquent as the psalms. They just have to be 
honest and heartfelt. 

 

Prayer:  O God, we offer our whole hearts to you. Thank you for loving us just as we are. Amen. 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
Today I will pour out my 

heart to God. 
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First United Methodist Church  

Pastor: Steve Johnson 

2300 South Main St.  

PO Box 400 

Hope, AR 71801 

Office: 870-777-8816 
fumchope@yahoo.com 

www.hopefumc.org 

 

January is always a “review” month at the Preschool as we get 
back into the swing of things following Christmas Break. The 

kids have been making some fun winter-themed crafts, and going 
over all they learned during the first half of the year. We are 

looking forward to Valentine’s Day and our class parties! 

In February, we plan to have the Hope Fire Dept. visit us to talk about fire safety and 
let the kids check out a fire truck! It’s also Dental Health month so we hope to have Dr. 
Coffee’s staff come to school and read to the kids. God bless each of you and may we 

all remember that NOTHING can separate us from the love of God! 


