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3 Molly McGhee
3 Suellen Tate
4 Hunter Price
8 Catherine Cook
8 Twila Pilkinton
9 Marlon Ward
11 JoAnn Montgomery
11 Lola Bell Coffee
17 Christy Hart
17 J.D. Byrne
20 Earl & Kathy Neel anniversary
21 Debbie Malek
21 June Stroud
24 Susan Bailey
25 Daniel & Kyla Hamilton
anniversary
25 Bobby & Christy Hart
anniversary
26 Bitsy Carter
27 Canelia Hasley
27 Jean Monroe
27 Jerry & Twyla Pruden
anniversary
28 David & Janice Piper
anniversary
28 Andy Lang
29 Andy & Kristie Lang
anniversary

There was quite a contrast between last year’s Easter Sunday
and this year’s Easter. In 2020 there was a threat for thunderstorms that
morning so we held the sunrise service in the parking lot by the
Playground. Worship participants spoke and sang under the covered
drive-thru while people remained in their cars because of the Covid
Pandemic. A rainstorm did strike just as the service concluded. We also
recorded another Easter service for people to watch online.
This year’s Easter began with a beautiful day as the sun rose on
cue for our 7:00am service outside in front of the church building. The
backdrop was the beautifully decorated flowering cross. We were also
able to gather indoors for 10:50am worship with worshippers who felt
comfortable returning to the sanctuary. Easter lilies decorated the
chancel area and the music and specials were wonderful. Perhaps next
year we can enhance Easter worship even more with the return of the
choir and handbells.
Regardless of the circumstances in which we celebrate Easter,
the reason we rejoice is that Christ is risen! Not only was he raised on
Easter morning, he remains risen and exalted to rule and reign forever.
Because he lives, we are raised and made alive together with Christ in
the realm of the Kingdom of God (Ephesians 2:5-7). Thus, Christians
live no longer for themselves or the things of this world; rather, we live
for Jesus and the extension of God’s Kingdom on earth. Furthermore,
after we die we shall be raised to dwell with Jesus forever. Hallelujah!
Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!
-Pastor Steve

May

2– The Preschool
9– Anna Manney
SS Class
16– The Youth Group
23– Margaret
Watson
30– Jerry & Susan
Monroe

June

6– Available
13– Alex & Darrell
Burton
20– Charles &
Cathryn Looney
27– Delia James
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1

May 2021

2021 Budget:$396,115.00

Memorial money is used by our Trustee
committee to maintain our church
facility. Please designate on your check
who the memorial is for.

April 4 offering: $7,881.00
April 11 offering: $4,873.00
April 18 offering: $4,768.00
April 25 offering: $3,849.00

e-Giving received through
April 28: $25,765.00

In Memory of Raymond Gray by:
Linda & Don Worthey

Pastor’s Fund

On Communion Sundays, any money
placed on the altar rail is allocated to our
Pastor’s Fund. This money is used for
helping out individuals/families in need
through the discretion of our pastor.

Church Directory Online
If you have not joined us yet, it’s
easy to do!! Just download the
“Instant Church Directory” in the
app store on your phone or
computer and follow the
prompts. You will need to use the
same email that you have shared
with the church office. If you
have any questions,
please call the office.
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May
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2
9:45 Sunday School
10:50 Worship
12pm-TIL Chicken
Spaghetti Meal Prep
9

3

4

Chicken
Spaghetti Meals
11am-1 & 4-6pm
Pick up at Fellowship
Hall.
10

17

9:45 Sunday School
10:50 Worship
(Senior Sunday
Service)
23

24

7

8

Office closed
11

18

6:30pm Finance
meeting
7:00pm Admin.
Board meeting

Regular Sunday Services

6

5:30 M&Ms/Youth

Regular Sunday Services

16

5
10:15 Class Meeting
(Zoom)

25

12
10:15 Class Meeting
(Zoom)
5:30 M&Ms/Youth
5:30 Discipleship
Committee mtg.

13

19
Preschool Grad.
10:15 Class Mtg.
(Zoom)
5:30 M7Ms/Youth
5:30 Stewardship

20

26
10:15 Class Meeting
(Zoom)

27

14

15

National Day of Prayer

Office closed
21

22

End of Year Party for
M&Ms & Youth
Office closed
28

29

Office closed
30

31

Regular Sunday Services

Worship Update
Worship with us on Sunday
mornings at 10:50am in the
sanctuary.
Sunday School at 9:45am

M&M’s & Youth Schedule
M&M’s & Youth are on
Wednesdays at 5:30
Contact Rose for more info.

Video Service
Watch our 10:50 worship
service online at our website
or Facebook on Sunday
afternoon.
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I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power
from on high (Luke 24:49).
Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what
you now see and hear (Acts 2:33).
After Jesus' resurrection, he met with the Apostles and other disciples several times. During those visits he
taught them from the Scriptures and explained many things they would need to know in the years ahead. In fact, in
Luke 24 it says that Jesus opened their minds so that they could understand Scripture. Those followers were
instructed to wait for the promise of the Father. So, after Jesus' ascension back into heaven, they gathered in an
upper room and waited and prayed for 10 days. After 10 days, the Holy Spirit was poured out on those gathered in
that room. They received power and boldness to proclaim the wonders of God and give witness to the resurrected
Jesus, the Savior of the world. Peter preached a sermon that day in which 3,000 people became followers of Jesus
Christ. In the next several years, that message was constantly shared by these Disciples, and the Church grew and
spread from Jerusalem to Judea to Samaria and to many countries beyond. Since the first century that message has
been preached all around the globe, and the Church of God is still growing. But the church in the United States is
not growing currently. In fact, it is declining, and fewer and fewer people are becoming disciples of Jesus Christ.
We may ask why. Perhaps one of the answers to the decline in the church may be that we have lost the zeal, power,
and boldness of the first followers. How do we reclaim that boldness and power? We cannot “fix” the Church without the Holy Spirit. He gives the power to witness, and he convicts those who hear the message of their need of a
Savior. Yet, many of us have not asked the Holy Spirit to fill us with his power, to give us courage and boldness to
share the love of God, or for grace to overcome the sin in our own lives.
In May we will celebrate Pentecost, the day the Holy Spirit was poured out on all believers and the Church
was birthed. Just as the first disciples gathered and prayed and waited for God to pour out the Holy Spirit so that
they could be equipped to be his messengers, we too need to pray and wait for the Holy Spirit to give power to us,
as we share that same message in our time. So, our prayer focus for the month of May is to ask the Holy Spirit to
baptize us anew with his power and boldness to be a faithful follower and a bold witness for Jesus Christ. Pray this
same prayer not just for yourself, but for all the church. In Habakkuk 3, the prophet prays: “LORD, I have heard of
your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, LORD. Repeat them in our day, in our time make them known; . .
.” (Habakkuk 3:2). Lord, do it again. Baptize us anew with the presence and power of the Holy Spirit for the sake of
your Kingdom. Amen.
-Artie Johnson

“Blessed by God to be a Blessing”

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places.” -(Ephesians 1:3)

Thank you to everyone for your participation in our recent stewardship
emphasis, “Blessed by God to be a Blessing.” Your willingness to step out by faith
concerning your giving is greatly appreciated.
Your commitment is what enables our congregation to continue to share the good news of the Gospel and to minister
to people in Jesus’s name. Your financial support, as well as your investment of your time and talents, is a vital part of all that
we do for the Lord here at First United Methodist Church. Thank you for participating in the stewardship campaign in response
to the Lord’s leading in your life.
On a daily basis, God provides for us. God gives the seed, along with rain and sunshine to cause the seed to grow.
God gives health, strength and life itself. God gives wealth and the ability to acquire things we need or want. And God gives
grace and eternal life through the Lord Jesus Christ to all who look to Him in faith.
Why does God bless us so abundantly? He does so for one simple yet profound reason—because He loves us. His
love knows no beginning and no end. And Christ demonstrated the Father’s love by dying on the cross to redeem us “while we
still were sinners” (Rom. 5:8).
The mature Christian realizes that God is the source of everything, that God owns everything, and that all we have is,
in one way or another, a blessing from God. The mature Christian seeks ways to use God’s gifts to bless God and to be a
blessing to others. And the mature Christian accepts with a spirit of contentment and thanksgiving what God has provided.
-Twyla Pruden, Stewardship Chairperson
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WHAT: CHICKEN SPAGHETTI
LUNCHES + DINNERS TO GO
WHEN: MAY 3
Lunch 11-1
Dinner 4-6
WHERE: PICK UP @
FELLOWSHIP HALL
FOR: Proceeds benefit Hope In
Action, The Call, & Methodist
Family Health
COST: $10/plate
Tickets available in church office.
For more info, call church office,
Marlon Ward,
JoAnn Montgomery, or
Don Still.

-REMEMBER-

First United Methodist
Preschool is now
accepting applications for a
Preschool teacher for the
2021-2022 school year.
Applications are available in
the church office. You may
also contact Tiffany Purtle
at 870-777-8816.

Hope Schools are in “testing
season” and our snack
donations are more
important than ever. We can
make a difference in the lives
of children by providing them
snacks to help fill their
mouths, stomachs, and
minds!
YOU CAN LEAVE YOUR
FOOD DONATIONS IN THE
BASKET IN THE NARTHEX!

------------Bookcase Project
This spring, United Methodists are being challenged to donate 35,588
books to build the personal libraries of children in
Arkansas. Why? There are 35,588 third graders in Arkansas. Third
grade is when students move from learning to read to reading to
learn. Only 1/3 of Arkansas third graders were reading proficiently in 2019.
Let’s work to change that statistic!
Here at FUMC we are already doing that with our “Bookcase Project.” We are
continuing it this year by working with Clinton Elementary School to help children,
specifically first graders, in need by providing them with their own personal book case and books. We
are asking members to collect gently used books from their home or to purchase new books and bring
them to the church to be placed in our collection box in the Narthex. We will also be looking for
carpenters and people to stain the bookcases after they are completed. Monetary donations are also
accepted and appreciated. If you have any questions or would like to help with this outreach project,
please call Marlon Ward or the church office for more details.
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Pastor Steve delivered all your donations to Methodist Family
Health. Thanks so much for being willing to “Get Up & Give!”

Dear FriendsThank you for being such
good friends to me since I
have been here—14 years.
I appreciate your friendship
to Buddy through the years.
This church was very important to him.
With love for each of you,
Claudette Wilson

Dear Church Family,
Thanks for being the
cord that binds. What a
great family to be apart
of.
-Leon
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EASTER SERVICES
MAUNDY THURSDAY HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE,
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE,
& EASTER SUNDAY HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE

TRUE WEALTH

Read 1 Peter 4:8-11
God loves a cheerful giver. - 2 Corinthians 9:7 (CEB)
It always gives my heart a lift in the morning to put out some crumbs for the squirrels and birds in
the yard outside my apartment. I enjoy watching them come and busily feast on their find. Although I
know it’s our heavenly Father who ultimately provides for all creatures
(see Matt. 6:26), I love that I get to be an instrument in that process.
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
I love the fact that God’s care can flow through me to those in My smallest gift can be a huge
blessing.
need. But I don’t have much money, and I often feel frustrated that I can’t
do more. Yet I give whatever I can and feel blessed to be able to do so.
Then I remind myself that true wealth is having something—anything—to give away. Such wealth
means sharing something of myself. It means being able to alleviate suffering or just enrich another’s life.
In addition to whatever financial resources I have, my spirit rejoices when I can offer a kind word, a listening ear, a home-cooked meal, godly advice, an encouraging smile, a thoughtful gesture, or simply my
time.
Even if all I have to give are crumbs, I am indeed rich when I give to others with love.
Prayer: Dear Father, help us always to give cheerfully, as you so faithfully give to us.
In Christ’s name we ask this. Amen.
From the Upper Room, May—June 2021. The current Upper Room is available for everyone and can be picked up
in the church office or in the Narthex.
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fumchope@yahoo.com
www.hopefumc.org

Preschool town was a huge success! Many thanks to the
parents and kids who worked so hard on their buildings and
those who came by to support our kids! We had a church,
several car washes, the Best Western hotel, an ice cream
stand, an adopt-a-pet-center, an animal hospital, and more
in our amazing town!
The kids enjoyed a visit from Dr. Coffee’s staff and listened
as they read the funny book, “Sugar Bug Doug.” They
learned the importance of brushing their teeth twice a day
and they all received a goody bag with a toothbrush,
toothpaste, and floss.
Last week some of the classes were spotted out and about
on the church grounds picking up trash and other items to
help keep our property looking
beautiful.
We are now preparing for our Graduation and Promotion
Programs which will be on Wednesday, May 19th. We are so
proud of all our children; they have learned so much this
year!
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