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November 2022 

 November will be a busy month for our church. We have 
begun our annual stewardship campaign with the theme “Be a 
Cheerful Giver.” We offer God our time, talents and treasure 
out of gratitude for the many ways God has blessed us. You 
should receive a letter and faith promise card in the mail. Please 
return your card by Celebration Sunday, November 20. This is 
also the month to fill Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes and 
bring items for Ingathering kits. These are due in the church  
office by Sunday, November 13. 
 We will celebrate All Saints Sunday on November 6.  
During the worship service we will remember persons from our 
congregation who have died during the past year. This is also 
the day when Daylight Savings Time ends so don’t forget to set 
your clocks to Fall Back on Saturday night. 
 The Charge Conference for all churches in the Southwest 
District will be held by Zoom on Thursday, November 17 at 
6:30pm. Members of our Administrative Board are eligible to 
participate and vote. A special session of the Arkansas  
Conference will be held on Saturday, November 19 in Hot 
Springs to consider churches requesting disaffiliation from the 
United Methodist Church. Our church’s Administrative Board is 
praying and discussing whether or not to formally enter the  
discernment process to seek God’s will for the future of our 
congregation. Please join them in prayer. 
 The holidays are also upon us. Of course, there is  
Thanksgiving on November 24. The following Sunday Advent 
begins as we prepare to celebrate our Lord’s birth. November 
will certainly be filled with worship, meetings and missions. 

  
NOVEMBER 

6– Tommy  
Montgomery 
13– Judy Vaughan 
20– Jim & Kelly Tyson 
27– Advent 

  

 
DECEMBER 

4– Advent 
11– Advent 
18– Advent 
25– Advent 

 
Altar flowers are 

$68.00. The  
flowers may be  

taken home after  
worship. 

2 Christie Burkhart 
2 Penny Thomason 
4 Allyson Hanson 
8 Myra Prince 
9 Mark & Patty Burke 
11 Dixie Coffee 
12 Don & Betsy Still 
     anniversary 
12 Kristin Price 
13 Trevor Coffee 
13 Margaret Parham 
13 Mackenzie Freeman 
14 Silbi Jones 
15 Mike Purtle 
17 Kimberly McMahan 
17 David Smith 
18 Sophy Tyson 
19 Kim Smith 
21 Brenda Rothwell 
25 Mary Benton Wilson 
27 Ricky Orr 
27 Ron & Juneanne Price 
     anniversary  
27 Diane Willmon 
29 Mike Radebaugh 
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Pastor’s Fund 
On Communion Sundays, any money placed on 

the altar rail is allocated to our Pastor’s Fund. 
This money is used for helping out  

individuals/families in need through the  
discretion of our pastor. 

Church Directory Online 

If you have not joined us yet, it’s 

easy to do!! Just download the 

“Instant Church Directory” in the 

app store on your phone or  

computer and follow the 

prompts. You will need to use the 

same email that you have shared 

with the church office. If you 

have any questions, please call 

the office. 

 

In Memory of  David Porterfield by: 
Jerry & Betty Vanhalen 
Leon & Myra Prince 

Jim & Suellen Tate 
Kay St. John 

 

In Memory of Susan Bailey by: 
Kathryn Celestine 

Mr. & Mrs. Billy Bob Butler 
 

In Memory of Hazel Jordan by: 
Leon & Myra Prince 

Mr. & Mrs. Billy Bob Butler 
 

In Memory of Bill Watson by: 
Jim & Suellen Tate 

 

In Memory of Herbert Griffin by: 
Diana Keith 

The Class of 1952 
Don Worthey 

 

In Memory of Vivian P. Wilson by: 
Mr. & Mrs. Billy Bob Butler 

 

In Memory of Carolyn Thorton by: 
Mr. & Mrs. Billy Bob Butler 

 

In Memory of Betty Lynn Burke by: 
Mr. & Mrs. Billy Bob Butler 

 

In Memory of Andy High by: 
Mr. & Mrs. Billy Bob Butler 

Memorial money is used by our Trustee committee 
to maintain our church facility. Please designate on 

your check who the memorial is for. 
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Video Service 
 

Watch our 10:50  
worship service live on  

Facebook or Vimeo, and on 
Sunday afternoons on 

YouTube or our website! 

Worship Update 
 

Sunday School at 9:45am is 
preceded by Mall Fellowship. 
Join us for worship at 10:50 in 

the sanctuary. 

M&M’s & Youth Schedule 
 

M&Ms is from 5:30-6:30 ach 
Wednesday evening, with 

Youth following from 6:30-
7:45. Please see Rose for 

more details. 

Regular Sunday 
Services 

-Mall Fellowship- 
9:45 Sunday 

School 
10:50 Worship 

 

 

 

 

  

6:30am– Men’s     
 Book Study  

FUMP Petting 
Zoo 

Office Closed 

6:30am– Men’s 

Book Study 
Office Closed 

 
6:30am– Men’s 

Book Study 
 
 

Office Closed 

 

6:30am– Men’s 
Book Study 

 
 

Office Closed 

10am– Class 
Meeting 

4:30 & 5:30pm– 
Book Study 

5:30 & 6:30– 
Choir 

5:30-6:30– 
M&Ms 

6:30-7:45–Youth 

10am– Class 
Meeting 

4:30 & 5:30pm– 
Book Study 

5:30 & 6:30– 
Choir 

5:30-6:30– 
M&Ms 

6:30-7:45–Youth 

10am– Class 
Meeting 

4:30 & 5:30pm– 
Book Study 

5:30 & 6:30– 
Choir 

5:30-6:30– 
M&Ms 

6:30-7:45–Youth 

 

 
10am– Class 

Meeting 
5:30 & 6:30– 

Choir 
5:30-6:30– 

M&Ms 
6:30-7:45–Youth 

Thanksgiving 
Break 

6:30pm– 
Finance Comm. 

Meeting 
7pm– Admin. 
Board meeting 

     Office closed 

FUMP Closed 
 

Change your clocks 
so you aren’t late 

for church!  



 4 

November 2022 

“While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “'Take and eat; this is my body.'”  Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, saying, “'Drink from it, all of you.  This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured 

out for many for the forgiveness of sins.'” (Matthew 26:26-27 NIV) 
“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. (1 Thessalonians 5:18 NIV) 
 

 The centerpiece of worship services around the world is Holy Communion.  In many traditions, 
Holy Communion is referred to as Eucharist, which literally means thanksgiving.  In the original  
language the word is eucharisteo, “he gave thanks.”  The root word is charis, which means grace, and it 
holds the derivative word chara, which means joy (One Thousand Gifts, by Ann Voskamp, p. 32).  So, 
this one word “thanksgiving” expresses so many deep and profound thoughts, especially as to how  
giving thanks relates to receiving grace and finding joy.   
 In her book One Thousand Gifts, Ann Voskamp reveals how she began to take a journey of 
thanksgiving, a journey which ultimately led her to a place of deep and full joy, and a joyful  
appreciation and experience of her salvation.  At the root of her journey is the realization that Jesus 
lived a life of thanksgiving, and that he often expressed his thanks in pivotal moments in his ministry. 
 For example, only a few hours before his death, as Jesus was eating the Passover dinner with his 
apostles, he took the very ordinary elements of bread and wine, and he gave thanks to his heavenly  
Father for these gifts.  He said in the consuming of these gifts the apostles become part of the covenant 
he's making with them, a covenant he ratified with his own body and blood.   And, according to  
Hebrews 12:2, Jesus endured the cross with joy.  At another time, Jesus offered thanks to God at the 
tomb of Lazarus just prior to raising him from the dead.  And, he offered thanks as he prepared to  
distribute the meager loaves and fishes to 5,000+ people waiting on a hillside.  When he healed the 10 
lepers, only 1 returned to thank Jesus, and Jesus commended him, and declared him “well,” a word 
that means completely whole (Luke 17:11-17).   
 Thanksgiving is a powerful act of faith, and according to the Apostle Paul, the will of God.  It is in 
our best interest to give thanks, and indeed will result in amazing fruit in our lives.  So, our prayer focus 
this month is to give thanks, in every circumstance, with honesty and sincerity, fully expecting God to 
fill you with joy, and an experience of the fullness of your salvation. 
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Shoebox Gift Ideas 
Soccer ball with pump, doll, 
stuffed animal, shoes 
 
Toothbrushes, washcloths, 
combs, hairbrushes 
 
Socks, sunglasses, jewelry & 
watches, flashlights (with extra 
batteries) 
 
Toy cars, jump ropes, yo-yos, 
toys that light up & make noise 
(with batteries) 
 
Pens, pencils, sharpeners,  
notebooks & paper, coloring & 
picture books, solar calculators 

Operation Christmas Child  
shoebox gifts delight the hearts 
of boys & girls in more than 100 

countries where Samaritan’s 
Purse local partners deliver the 
boxes along with the message 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

For some children, it is their 1st 
gift ever! Many shoebox  

recipients also participate in our 
follow-up discipleship program, 

The Greatest Journey, where 
they learn to know, grow in, and 

spread the Good News. 
Through these exciting  

evangelism & discipleship  
efforts, we’re seeing the  

multiplication of believers & 
churches worldwide! 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations.”  
-Matthew 28:19 
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EVER THANKFUL 
READ James 107:1-9 

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, 
who does not change like shifting shadows. -James 1:17 (NIV) 

  

 My daughter loves to decorate for Thanksgiving. Each year, she fills our dining room with 
string lights, decorative turkeys, and fall foliage. One year she started a new tradition of taking a 

photo of each family member with an instant camera as they arrived for dinner. She asked  
everyone to write what they were most thankful for at the bottom of their photo. She then  

displayed the pictures during dinner, and they became the topic 
of conversation that year. As our family talked about our  

blessings and the many things we had to be thankful for, we  
became overwhelmed with gratitude. 

 As we face daily pressures and stress, it is hard to focus on 
the many gifts God provides. It’s easy to believe that good things 

happen as a result of our own work, but James 1:17 reminds us that every good gift is from God. 
How might our outlook change if we spent more time each day focusing on our blessings and  

giving thanks for God’s love and faithfulness? Psalm 107:1 says, “Give thanks to the LORD, for he 
is good; his love endures forever.” Even on our worst days, when everything seems broken, we 

can find peace in God’s love and give thanks for God’s many blessings. 
Prayer:  Dear God, open our eyes and hearts to recognize the many gifts and blessings you  

provide each day. Thank you for your constant love and provision. Amen. 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
My outlook improves when 

I focus on God’s love and 
provision. 

 
 

FUMC Hope will once again be a drop-off site for Ingathering 
this year. Ingathering drop-off dates are November 1-10 and you 
may bring your items to the church office or leave them on the 
brown shelf in the Fellowship Hall. The Ingathering coordinator 

is Lori Harrison and she can be reached at 479-216-3155. All 
items will be picked up by November 10th and delivered to the 

Arkansas Food Bank on November 12 from 8-12. 
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First United Methodist Church  

Pastor: Steve Johnson 

2300 South Main St.  

PO Box 400 

Hope, AR 71801 

Office: 870-777-8816 
fumchope@yahoo.com 

www.hopefumc.org 

 

 

In October, we visited Hope Haven to Trick-or-Treat with the residents, we had a field 
trip to Miracle Farms to explore the pumpkin patch and enjoy a hayride, and we had 
our Fall Parade at school and Halloween parties in class! It was such a fun month! 

Next up is our Petting Zoo on November 4 and Thanksgiving Feast before we take off 
a whole week for the Thanksgiving holiday! This school year is flying by and we are 

learning and growing so much! Thank you for your prayers-keep them coming please! 
And we hope you and your families enjoy Thanksgiving together. Praise God from 

whom all blessings flow! 


