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 This article concludes my series on insights from the book 
The Post-Quarantine Church by Thom S. Rainer. He suggests that 
churches focus on doing a few ministries well instead of becoming 
too busy. This necessitates evaluating every program and event 
to determine whether they are bearing good fruit in people’s lives. 
Congregations should be outwardly focused on making a differ-
ence in the community as well as caring for their own  
members. Reaching out to people over the internet is a new  
mission field so churches need to provide digital worship services 
and offer online giving options such as our church’s e-giving. Since 
there is a trend toward smaller gatherings, having small group 
studies and serving opportunities is important. Multiple means of 
communication will be necessary to inform everyone in a post-
quarantine society (i.e. newsletters, websites, calls, texts, emails, 
Facebook, etc.) 
 One of these days the pandemic will end, but the world and 
the Church will never be the same as they used to be. As someone 
has said, “The only constant is change.” We don’t know what the 
future holds, but we do know Who holds the future. God is in  
control and we trust that God will guide us as we develop deeply 
devoted disciples  of Jesus Christ. Rev. Rainer reminds us that our 
current challenges provide us with new opportunities to reach  
people with the Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ. 
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1 Cheyenne Burkhart 

2 Gina Hudkins 

2 Jada Quillin 

2 Earl Neel 

3 Mitch & Allyson Hanson  
   anniversary 

4 Brian Bobo 

11 Tommy Montgomery 

11 Don Kennemer 

11 Blane Tuttle 

13 Virginia Gardner 

15 Hunter & Kristin Price 
    anniversary 

15 Chuck Zimmerman 

16 Leon & Myra Prince 
    anniversary  

16 Janis Porterfield 

17 Ronnie Burke 

18 Lydia Bobo 

19 Jerry & Brenda Rothwell 
    anniversary 

20 Caleb Perkins 

20 Judy Flowers 

20 Libby Tyson 

23 Kenneth Switzer 

23 Nate Carter 

23 Pierce Burton 

24 Suzy Salisbury 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OCTOBER 

3– Patti Manus 
10– Sandy Davis 
17– Jim & Kelly Tyson 
24– Available 
31– Available 
 

 

 
NOVEMBER 

7– Montgomery 
14– Jim & Kelly Tyson 
21– Available  
28– Hanging of the 
      Greens              

 
 

 
Altar flowers are 

$68.00. The  
flowers may be  

taken home after  
worship. 
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In Memory of Lucille McCorkle 

by: 

Virginia O. Garner & John B. 

Gardner III 

 In Memory of Gerald Whitley by: 

Don & Linda Worthey 

In Memory of Oris & Carolyn 

Thornton by: 

Lucie Thornton 

2021 Budget:$396,115 
September 5 offering: $4,497.00 
September 12 offering: $4,420.00 
September 19 offering: $4,426.00 
September 26 offering: $12,342.00 

e-Giving received through 
September 27: $58,099.00 

Pastor’s Fund 
On Communion Sundays, any money 

placed on the altar rail is allocated to our 
Pastor’s Fund. This money is used for  
helping out individuals/families in need 
through the discretion of our pastor. 

Church Directory Online 

If you have not joined us yet, it’s 

easy to do!! Just download the 

“Instant Church Directory” in the 

app store on your phone or  

computer and follow the 

prompts. You will need to use the 

same email that you have shared 

with the church office. If you 

have any questions,  

please call the office. 

Memorial money is used by our Trustee 
committee to maintain our church  

facility. Please designate on your check 
who the memorial is for. 
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Video Service 
 

Watch our 10:50 worship 
service online at our website 

or Facebook on Sunday  
afternoon. 

Worship Update 
 

Sunday School at 9:45am is 
followed by Mall Fellowship. 

Join us for worship at 10:50 in 
the sanctuary. 

M&M’s & Youth Schedule 
M&Ms—5:30-6:30 each Wednesday.  
Youth—6:15-7:45 each Wednesday.  

See Rose for more info. 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Regular Sunday 

Services 

9:45– Sunday 

School 

10:50– Worship 

    1    6:30am– 

Men’s Book Study 

 
 

Office closed 

2 

3  Souper Sunday 4 5 6     10:00am– 

Class Meeting     

5:30pm– Stewardship 

meeting                                                                                                                                                      

5:30-6:15– M&Ms 

6:15-7:45– Youth 

7 8    6:30am–  

Men’s Book Study 
 

 

Office closed 

9 

10     Pastor  
Appreciation Day 

 

11   12  

10:00am– Staff 

meeting 

13    10:00am– 

Class Meeting                                                                                                                                                          

5:30pm– Saving” 

Grace” Book Study 

5:30-6:15– M&Ms 

6:15-7:45– Youth 

14 15  6:30am– 

Men’s Book Study 
 

 

Office closed 

16 

17 18     6:30pm–  

Finance Board 

meeting 

7:00pm– Admin. 

Board meeting 

19 20    10:00am– 

Class Meeting                                                                                                                                                          

5:30pm– Saving” 

Grace” Book Study 

5:30-6:15– M&Ms 

6:15-7:45– Youth 

21 22  6:30am– 

Men’s Book Study 
 

 

Office closed 

23 

24 25   6:30pm- 

Leadership  

Conversation with 

our District Super. 

26 27  10:00am– 

Class Meeting                                                                                                                                                          

5:30pm– Saving” 

Grace” Book Study 

6:00-7:30– Holyween 

Carnival 

28 29  6:30am– 

Men’s Book Study 
 

 

Office closed 

30 

31       
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Jesus talked a lot about money.  He was a companion to both the rich and the poor, and 
he challenged both to act on what was really important in their lives.  He seemed to 

know our struggles with both the potential and the dangers of wealth, and he knew about 
putting it in a good perspective.  "No one can serve two masters," he said.  "Either you 

will hate the one and love the other, or you will be loyal to the one and have contempt for 
the other.  You cannot serve God and wealth"  (Matthew 6:24). 

The principal danger of the love of money, even if we don't feel that we have much of it, 
is that it can make us forgetful -- forgetful of who we are, of what our responsibilities to 

others are, and forgetful of God.  That forgetfulness can lead us to misplaced trust.  The 
writer of the Book of Hebrews knew that:  "Your way of life should be free from the love 
of money, and you should be content with what you have.  After all, he has said, I will 

never leave you or abandon you" (Hebrews 13:5). 
Taken from Chapter 1 of Saving Grace: A Guide to Financial Well-Being," a six-

session study, led by Pastor Steve, currently underway here at FUMC. 

 
 

 

 
“Forgive us for our sins, just as we have forgiven those who sinned against us (Matthew 6:12 

NCV).” 
 

“For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also  
forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins  

(Matthew 6:14-15 NIV).” 
 

 There are things in our lives that can hinder our prayer life with God.  One such thing is 
unforgiveness.  Each Sunday during the worship service we pray, “forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against us.”  And, yet, forgiveness can be one of the more  
difficult acts of following Jesus.  Once we have been hurt or betrayed, our immediate response 
is not always to forgive.  Yet, clearly we are instructed to do so in Scripture.  We are to do so 

quickly and completely.  Why?  Because our very relationship with God depends on it.  In  
Matthew 6:14-15 Jesus teaches that our ability to receive the forgiveness of God is directly  

impacted by whether or not we forgive those who have sinned against us.  We know that to 
forgive is to follow the example of Jesus, who from the cross asked God to forgive those who 

placed him on the cross.  So, our prayer focus this month is to ask God to reveal those persons 
(from your past or present) whom you need to forgive.  Then, pray that God will help you to 
forgive them.  Whether or not you are ever reconciled with that person or have a relationship 

with them is not relevant.  Simply forgive them and move forward into a more mature  
relationship with Jesus our Savior who has forgiven our every sin.   
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We are still delivering  
bouquets around Hope using 

the flowers provided on  
Sundays for the altar. If you 
choose to donate them, we 
will break them down and 
take them around to local 

businesses and people in the 
community to put smiles on 
faces. Thank you for those 
who have donated flowers 

and vases. We have plenty of 
vases for now, but will reach 
out again when we need to 

restock! 

The CDC has issued new guidelines 
for wearing masks. In order to  

maximize protection from the Delta 
variant and prevent possible  

transmission of the virus to others, 
it is recommended that vaccinated 
as well as unvaccinated persons 
wear a mask indoors in public if 

you are in an area of high  
transmission. 

**For those who have not yet been  
vaccinated, masks and physical  
distancing are still strongly  
recommended for indoor and  

outdoor settings.** 

Our church was scheduled 
to host the District Charge  
Conference on November 

7, but due to Covid  
concerns, it will now be 

held via Zoom. Members 
should receive an e-mail 
from the District office 

soon with the Zoom link 
for the Charge Conference.  

  

October is Pastor Appreciation 
Month and our church has the very 

best Pastor to celebrate! Steve is  
caring, calm, kind, supportive,  

encouraging, gentle, diligent, funny, 
friendly—this list could go on and on. 
But most importantly this month, and 

every other month of the year—we 
want Steve to know that he is LOVED 
and APPRECIATED!! So this is a tiny 
token of our gratitude for you, Steve. 
We love you, we are thankful for you, 

and we are so blessed to have you  
leading our church! 
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We will once again be packing shoeboxes for children 
around the world. Our church has shoeboxes along with 
instructions and labels for them. Please pick up one or 
more, in the church office, to fill. There is now a way to 
track your box to its final destination if you wish to do 
that. Did you know that along with the shoebox gifts,  

children receive a Gospel booklet so they can learn about 
God’s gift of Jesus? They also have the opportunity to 

participate in a 12 lesson follow-up discipleship program. So let’s make  
disciples by packing shoeboxes! Bring completed boxes to the church office 

by November 15. 

“WOW” ITEM 
 

Ball with pump 
 

Doll 
 

Stuffed animal 
 

Shoes 
 

TOYS 
 

Toy cars 
 

Jump ropes 
 

Yo-yos 
 

Toys that light up 
and make noise 

(with extra  
batteries) 

NON-LIQUID  
HYGEINE ITEMS 

 

Toothbrushes 
 

Bar soap 
 

Washcloths 
 

Combs 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
 

Pens, pencils,  
sharpeners,  

crayons, & markers 
 

Notebooks/paper 
 

Coloring/picture 
books 

 

Solar calculators 

ACCESSORIES 
 

Socks 
 

Sunglasses 
 

Jewelry & watches 
 

Flashlights 
 

 

In September, some church members expressed a desire to help Hurricane Ida evacuees 
who were staying in our local hotels. Outreach committee members came up with the idea 

to put together “snack bags” with fruit, popcorn, crackers, bottled water, etc., and also  
purchased coloring books, notebooks, crayons and pencils to be delivered to Best Western 
and Holiday Inn, where there were several families staying. On September 2, Jessica and 
Marlon delivered the items to the hotels. The hotel staff were very appreciative and the 

gifts were well received. We keep those affected by the hurricane in our prayers. 
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The Night Sky 
READ PSALM 8:1-9 

“When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have  
established; what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them?” 

Psalm 8:3-4 
 It was too hot to sleep in my bedroom. After trying to find a comfortable position and  
sweating all the while, I went outside and laid a blanket on the small 
deck. I made myself comfortable and watched the stars. Before I 
moved to this rural area in Tennessee, where there is little light pol-
lution and dark means dark, I went for weeks— even months— 
without looking up. I seldom saw the  
magnificence of the night sky. Where was my attention if not turned to the natural glory around 
me? 
 Looking at the stars, I find that it doesn’t take long for me to turn inward. As I look, I have 
two thoughts at once: Given the vastness of all that is, how is it that I exist? And, given that I am in 
the midst of this great vastness, how can my response be anything other than gratitude? 
 I pray that I can remain in the middle of those two thoughts, humble and grateful at the 
same time.  
 

Prayer: Lord of the universe, keep my attention turned upward so that I may find my place in this 
wondrous world you have created. Amen. 

 

From the Upper Room, September-October 2021. The current Upper Room is available for  
everyone and can be  picked up in the church office or in the Narthex. 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
I am wonderfully made in the 

image of God. 

 
 

 

 

This year , the focus of Ingathering is a little different, as our focus is on our  

Conference Disaster Response. 

So, WHY the focus on our Conference Disaster Response at Ingathering this year? 

 Disaster Response is now one of the Conference Initiatives 

 Replenish funds after responding to smaller wind and flood events over the past 2 years 

 Complete current projects and close current cases before year-end 

 Finish and stock the new disaster response resource center 

 Assist in other conferences when disaster strikes outside Arkansas 

 Provide for ongoing preparation and training 

So what is needed? Funds are always best since they can be used to meet the greatest need at any 

given time. Relief kits are much appreciated and will be used to stock the new resource center and 

make it ready for response. Information on the kits can be found in the church office or at 

www.arumc.org. Donation checks should be made out to FUMC with “Ingathering” on the memo line. 
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First United Methodist Church  
Pastor: Steve Johnson 
2300 South Main St.  
PO Box 400 
Hope, AR 71801 
Office: 870-777-8816 
fumchope@yahoo.com 
www.hopefumc.org 

  
 

And we’re off! The beginning of our school year has been awesome! The children are loving school, the teachers 
are enjoying their jobs, and we are singing God’s praises to be back together, healthy, and learning! Thank you 
for your prayers; they got us off to a wonderful start! At the end of September, we had “Western Day” so the 

kids and teachers wore their best rodeo attire to school.  They always enjoy doing this! 
During the month of October, we will have a “Pink Out” day where the kids and teachers will wear all the pink 
they can, the whole school will enjoy a field trip to Miracle Farms Pumpkin Patch in Bodcaw, and at the end of 

the month, we will have our Fall Parade (so exciting since this was cancelled last year)! We have placed  
restrictions (due to Covid concerns) on who can come to the parade and are only allowing  

parents/step-parents, grandparents, and siblings who aren’t yet of school age. Class parties will also take place 
before the Fall Parade. October is always a busy, very fun month and we are looking forward to it! 


