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 Has your prayer life improved during the pandemic?  
Whenever there is a health crisis, natural disaster or other 
threat to our well-being, we tend to turn to God for help 
with increasing frequency. For example, after 9/11 people 
flocked to churches to pray. This month will mark the 20th 
anniversary of that horrific day. Will we pray now with the 
fervency with which we prayed then? 
 According to the book by Thom Rainer which I’ve 
been using for these articles, “the healthiest churches are 
those with a high priority on prayer.” Christians in the early 
church devoted themselves to prayer constantly. Do we? 
Rainer states, “The post-quarantine church is moving into a 
time of pervasive and powerful prayer.” Will our church 
make persistent prayer a priority? 
 I encourage you to pray the monthly Breakthrough 
Prayer Initiatives in the newsletters and bulletins. I invite 
you to join our prayer group that meets on the first and third  
Sundays at 9:15am in the small chapel beside the church 
office. Participate in the Pray With Us ministry as we receive 
prayer requests by text. Let’s all pray for a spiritual  
awakening in our church, country, and world whether or not 
there is a crisis. 

 

Quick Reference Guide 
Page 1— Pastor’s Note/Birthdays 
             & anniversaries 
Page 2— Memorials/Budget/ 
              e-Giving 
Page 3— September calendar 
Page 4— Prayer Initiative/ 
             Stewardship Notes 
Page 5— What’s Happening?/ 
    “Souper” Sunday 
Page 6— Children’s news 
Page 7— Youth news 
Page 8— Operation Christmas 
    Child/ Back to School 
Page 9— Thank You/Upper Room 
Page 10- Preschool news 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
3 Amy McClane 

3 Elaine Kennemer  

7 Jim & Suellen Tate anniversary 

8 Brayden Perkins  

8 Archie Butler 

11 Lauren McCain 

13 Wendel & Kay McCorkle 
     anniversary 

14 Joan Hardee 

15 Adam Beaver 

16 Kennedy Hamilton 

16 Wynn Wilson 

19 Diana Keith 

19 Linda Worthey 

23 Jim Tyson 

24 John David Montgomery 

24 Ella Lafferty 

25 Don Worthey 

25 Kyla Hamilton 

25 Kathryn Young 

26 Juneanne Price 

27 Kathie Woll 

27 Robin Manus 

28 Rebecca Still 

29 Jim & Judy Vaughan 
     anniversary 

29 Leon Prince 

29 Letitia King 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SEPTEMBER 

5– Jim & Suellen Tate 
12– Jessica Beaver 
19– Mary Ward 
26– Jim Vaughan 

 

OCTOBER 
3– Patti Manus 
10– Available 
17– The Tysons 
24– Available 
31– Available 

 
Altar flowers are 

$68.00. The  
flowers may be  

taken home after  
worship. 
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In Memory of Carolyn Joe Loe by: 

Don & Linda Worthey 

 

In Memory of  Flora Harmon by: 

Don & Linda Worthey 

2021 Budget:$396,115 
August 1 offering: $6,383.00 
August 8 offering: $3,652.00 
August 15 offering: $2,484.00 
August 22 offering: $5,820.00 
August 29 offering: $4,853.00 

e-Giving received through 
August 30: $51,194.00 

Pastor’s Fund 
On Communion Sundays, any money 

placed on the altar rail is allocated to our 
Pastor’s Fund. This money is used for  
helping out individuals/families in need 
through the discretion of our pastor. 

Church Directory Online 

If you have not joined us yet, it’s 

easy to do!! Just download the 

“Instant Church Directory” in the 

app store on your phone or  

computer and follow the 

prompts. You will need to use the 

same email that you have shared 

with the church office. If you 

have any questions,  

please call the office. 

Memorial money is used by our Trustee 
committee to maintain our church  

facility. Please designate on your check 
who the memorial is for. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 

6:00pm Galatians 

study  

3 

6:30am Men’s 

Book Study 

 

 

 

4 

5 6  Office closed 7 FUM Preschool 

Starts  

8  
 

5:30-7:30pm 
M&Ms & Youth Kick-off 

Splash Party 
 

9 10 

6:30am Men’s 

Book Study 

 

 

Office closed 

11 

12 13 14 

10:00am 

Staff Meeting 

15 

5:30 –6:30pm 
M&Ms  

6:15-7:30pm 
Youth 

 

16 17 

6:30am Men’s 

Book Study 

 

 

Office closed 

18 

19 20 

6:30pm Finance 

Committee 

Meeting 

7:00 Admin. 

Board Meeting 

21 22  
1st day of Fall 

5:30 –6:30pm 
M&Ms  

6:15-7:30pm 
Youth 

 

23 24 

6:30am Men’s 

Book Study 

 

 

Office closed 

25 

26 27 28 29   
5:30- “Saving Grace”  

Orientation 
5:30 –6:30pm 

M&Ms  
6:15-7:30pm 

Youth 

30   

Video Service 
 

Watch our 10:50 worship 
service online at our website 

or Facebook on Sunday  
afternoon. 

Worship Update 
 

Sunday School at 9:45am is 
followed by Mall Fellowship. 

Join us for worship at 10:50 in 
the sanctuary. 

M&M’s & Youth Schedule 
M&Ms—5:30-6:30 each Wednesday.  
Youth—6:15-7:45 each Wednesday.  

See Rose for more info. 

9:45 SS 
10:50 Worship 

9:45 SS 
10:50 Worship 

9:45 SS 
10:50 Worship 

9:45 SS 
10:50 Worship 
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    For the past two months, this space has been  
dedicated to providing information about an upcoming study of 
the book Saving Grace – a Guide to Financial Well Being.  
Pastor Steve has also mentioned the book study from the pulpit 
and information has been included in our Sunday bulletins.   
 So…that’s a lot of words about money and financial  
matters, isn’t it?  Is it really so important?  During this pandemic 
time, can you think of anything – other than our health – that 
causes us more concern?  Even though the Stewardship  

Committee is where the impetus for this study began, it’s not just about giving to the church.  Here’s what is 
written in the introduction to Saving Grace: 
 “Whether you are just starting out or already have a budgeting system in place, the goal of this 
study is for you to become grounded in a biblical understanding of a sound relationship to money….to help 
you manage your money, as opposed to it managing you, so that you experience a sense of grace, peace 
and contentment about your finances.  In that spirit we will be exploring money management from the 
standpoint that wise choices can bring you to a place of well-being and order in an area of our lives where 
that is often not the case.” 
 Don’t you believe that’s what our good and loving Heavenly Father wants for us?   
 Orientation for the six-session class will be Wednesday, September 29, at 5:30 p.m.  You can sign 
up in the church office or add your name to a sheet in the Narthex or on the table with the prayer cards.  
Please consider joining this study and invite someone to attend with you.  

 
 

 
 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the 
same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the  
others.  We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, 
then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is 
to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; 
if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully (Romans 12:4-8 NIV). 
  Why do you attend worship services or participate in the activities of the church?  Is it out 
of habit or duty?  Do you come to see you 
r friends?  Do you come because you want to worship God?  Do you come to be fed spiritually?  There 
are a variety of reasons why people come to worship and work with their fellow members of the congre-
gation.  The New Testament paints a word picture of what the Church of Jesus Christ should be.  Of 
course, to discuss this could take much longer than the few words of this article.  However, here are just 
a few general statements about how the church is described in the New Testament.   
 The Church is described as the body of Christ, with the body being made up of all the individuals 
who choose to follow Jesus.  The body is to operate as a united, cohesive group, working together to 
share the gospel, to help persons mature in their faith, to do works of ministry with and for the body, and 
to serve those in need.  To be the church and accomplish these things, God has given gifts to every per-
son in the body to help accomplish these tasks and to build up the body of Christ.  So, do you know what 
gift God has given you? Do you know what your function is in the Body of Christ? You do have a job to 
do and a niche to fill.  Our prayer focus this month is to ask God daily to show you what gift  you possess 
that is to be used in the Church.  If you already know what that gift is, are you using it? How? Ask God to 
help you to find a way and a place to use your gift to build up the body or to serve your fellow followers.  
Pray that God will both show all of us what our gifts are, and refine how we are to use those gifts in  
service to him and to our congregation.   
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We are still delivering  
bouquets around Hope using 

the flowers provided on  
Sundays for the altar. If you 
choose to donate them, we 
will break them down and 
take them around to local 

businesses and people in the 
community to put smiles on 
faces. Thank you for those 
who have donated flowers 

and vases. We have plenty of 
vases for now, but will reach 
out again when we need to 

restock! 

The CDC has issued new guidelines 
for wearing masks. In order to  

maximize protection from the Delta 
variant and prevent possible  

transmission of the virus to others, 
it is recommended that vaccinated 
as well as unvaccinated persons 
wear a mask indoors in public if 

you are in an area of high  
transmission. 

**For those who have not yet been  
vaccinated, masks and physical  
distancing are still strongly  
recommended for indoor and  

outdoor settings.** 

  

 

PROJECT LEADER  
WORKSHOP 

 
SATURDAY, SEPT. 11  

FROM 10 UNTIL 11:30am  
AT FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH  
315 SOUTH MAIN STREET 

HOPE, AR 
PLEASE RSVP: 903-399-9665 

(TEXT OR CALL) 
 
 

LEARN MORE AT  
SAMARITANSPURSE.ORG/

OCC-PROJECT-LEADER 

SOUPER SUNDAY 
The Call for Hempstead and Nevada counties is again sponsoring Souper 
Sunday on October 3, 2021.  The Christian Community is encouraged to 
participate in this fund raiser by preparing and selling soup within each 
congregation.  This fundraiser will help to make a difference in the life 

of foster children. 
Please consider joining this effort by preparing a pot of soup for this 
day.  A sign-up sheet is located in the mall area. All containers and  

labels will be provided.  The soup will be sold after the church service. 
Please contact Debbie Garrett @ 870-703-0058 with questions. 
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We will once again be packing shoeboxes for children around the 

world. Our church has shoeboxes along with instructions and  

labels for them. Please pick up one or more, in the church office, to 

fill. There is now a way to track your box to its final destination if 

you wish to do that. Did you know that along with the shoebox 

gifts, children receive a Gospel booklet so they can learn about 

God’s gift of Jesus? They also have the opportunity to participate in a 12 lesson  

follow-up discipleship program. So let’s make disciples by packing shoeboxes!  

Bring completed boxes to the church office by November 15. 

“WOW” ITEM 

Ball with pump 
 

Doll 
 

Stuffed animal 
 

Shoes 

 

TOYS 

Toy cars 
 

Jump ropes 
 

Yo-yos 
 

Toys that light up 

and make noise (with 

extra batteries) 

NON-LIQUID  

HYGEINE ITEMS 

Toothbrushes 
 

Bar soap 
 

Washcloths 

 

Combs 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

Pens, pencils,  

sharpeners,  

crayons, & markers 
 

Notebooks/paper 
 

Coloring/picture books 
 

Solar calculators 

ACCESSORIES 

Socks 
 

Sunglasses 
 

Jewelry & watches 
 

Flashlights 
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Child of God 
READ Genesis 1:26-31 

 

“God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” -Genesis 1:31 
  

 Years ago my husband and I adopted our daughter, a young girl from Vietnam 
whose parents had been lost during the war. Her mother 
was Vietnamese, her father was black, and she was a 
beautiful shade of brown. 
 When she was five years old, we all went to a church 
picnic, where she immediately left for the playground. But 
she came running back to us, crying. She told us that some of the children said she 
couldn’t ride on the merry-go-round because she was brown (though that was not the 
word they used.) I felt sick, this was our child! My husband told her she was fine just 
the way she was and that it was the other kids who had the problem. 
 Paul wrote in his letter to the Galatians that “all of you are one in Christ  
Jesus” (Gal 3:28). God loves all the children of the world, and as God’s children, we 
are called to love one another. 
 

Prayer: Thank you, God, for creating all of humankind in your image. Forgive us when 
we fail to love others the way you love us. Amen. 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
All the children of the world are 

children of God. 

 

 
Dear Hope First United Methodist Church Members, 

 On behalf of the Veterans and staff of the Central Arkansas Veterans Healthcare System, I 

would like to extend our appreciation to you for your donation of socks for Veterans. 

 Your generous gift allows us to continue in our mission in “honoring America’s Veterans by 

providing exceptional health care that improves their health and well-being.” It is through the  

efforts of community partners like you that allow us to continue the quality care and services that 

we seek to provide our deserving Veterans. We look forward to the opportunity to work with you 

again in the future. 

 Your generosity demonstrates your organization’s concern for our Veterans and reflects the 

care and compassion for America’s Heroes that is found in our community. 

 Thank your for your continued support of our mission.  

Sincerely, 

Michael R. Dobbs- Voluntary Service Chief 
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First United Methodist Church  
Pastor: Steve Johnson 
2300 South Main St.  
PO Box 400 
Hope, AR 71801 
Office: 870-777-8816 
fumchope@yahoo.com 
www.hopefumc.org 

  
  Also, I am excited to be working in a new role at the  

Preschool! The board asked me to consider filling the  
Director position since Tiffany has accepted another 
job. After much consideration, lots of praying, and 

Pastor Steve’s approval, I accepted! Your prayers and  
encouragement will see me through, just as they did 
when I moved to the church office a few months ago. 

The Preschool is special to me and it will be  
wonderful to continue serving there as well as in the 

church office. Here’s to a great school year for  
everyone!        -Jessica Beaver 

This is an exciting time at the Preschool! The  
teachers have been working hard in their rooms and 

around the school, preparing for another school 
year. The school year will start for us on September 
7. We have 48 students enrolled this year, 24 in the 
3 year old classes and 24 in the 4 year old classes. 
Our After School Care class has 12 enrolled. Please 

keep us all in your prayers as we enter what is likely 
to be another year where Covid is a huge concern, 

as is the safety of all our staff and students!  
Let the adventure begin! 


